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CMA Kicks Off Viva! & Gala Around Town Season with 
Evening of Exceptional Musical Improvisations on Oct. 11 


“Mr. Kalhor turns little riffs and lines into dizzying extrapolations, full of suspense, 
insistent rythms and breakneck virtuosity.” — New York Times 


CLEVELAND (Sep. 20, 2006)—The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) proudly announces the 
opening performance of its acclaimed Viva! & Gala Around Town concert series. Masters of 
Improvisation: Kayhan + Erdal launches the first U.S. tour of this remarkable duo at the 
Reinberger Chamber Hall of Severance Hall on Wednesday, Oct. 11, 2006, at 7:30 p.m. Among 
other tour stops are Kennedy Center in Washington D.C. and the Symphony Space in New York City. 

Admission to the performance is $34; $29 for CMA Members. To purchase tickets call the 
CMA Ticket Center at 1-888-CMA-0033 or on online at www.clevelandart.org/viva. Parking is 
available on-site at the Case Campus Center Garage adjacent to Severance Hall. 

Kayhan Kalhor, a two-time Grammy nominee, and Turkey’s beloved Erdal Erzingan blend 
Persian classical and Turkish Sufi (Alevi) music, the music of two cultures that have much in 
common. Their brilliant improvisations are performed on a Persian kamancheh (spike fiddle) and a 
Turkish baglama (lute), blending seamlessly. 

Heralded “a total master,” by cellist Yo-Yo Ma, Kayhan Kalhor has written for the Kronos 
Quartet and Yo-Yo Ma’s Silk Road Project, with whom he frequently tours globally. He began his 
musical studies at the age of seven under Master Ahmad Mohajer. By the age of 13, the child prodigy 
was invited to work in the [Iranian National Radio and Television Orchestra. At 17, he began working 
with the Shayda Ensemble of the Chavosh Cultural Center, the most prestigious arts organization in 
Iran at that time. In 1991, he co-founded Dastan, the renowned Persian classical music ensemble, and 
in 1997 co-founded the Ghazal ensemble with sitarist Shujaat Hussain Khan. Kalhor has composed 
works for Iran’s most celebrated vocalists, including Mohammed Reza Shajarian and Shahram Nazeri. 

Turkish musician Erdal Erzingan, studied under Thurkey’s great baglama virtuoso Arif Sag, 
and opened his own Baglama Music Academy in Istanbul. Renowned for his brilliant improvisation, 


he has performed throughout the world and is considered one of Turkey’s greatest living 


instrumentalists on the baglama, an instrument considered sacred to the 20 million followers of the 
mystical Sufi order in that country. 

The next concert in the Viva! and Gala Around Town concert series will be Bayanihan 
Philippine National Dance Company. The New York Times has described their performance as “An 
engrossing evening of theatrical art.” The 45-member company of musicians and dancers celebrates 
one of the world’s richest music and dance traditions—by highlighting the diverse indigenous, 
Chinese, Spanish, and Islamic influence that have formed Philippine culture. 

The Museum receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council. Promotional support 
for VIVA! & Gala Around Town is provided by WKSU 89.7 FM, WCLV 104.9 FM and 90.3 WCPN 
Ideastream. Additional support provided by by The Ernest L. and Louise M. Gartner Fund, The P.J. 
McMyler Musical Endowment Fund, The Anton and Rose Zverina Music Fund, and the Musart 
Society. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive Museums. Its 
permanent collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The 
Museum is a significant international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more 


information on the Museum, its holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or 


visit www.Clevelandart.org 
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